
Senior Vice President of Advanced Concepts at Blue Origin, Astrophysicist

Prof. Dr. Thomas H. Zurbuchen

Thomas H. Zurbuchen, known in the space community as Dr. Z, is a
Swiss-American astrophysicist, leader, and innovator. In October 2026, Thomas
H. Zurbuchen was appointed Senior Vice President of Advanced Concepts at
Blue Origin, a company founded by Amazon founder Jeff Bezos. Jeff Bezos on
Blue Origin: “It is this generation’s responsibility to pave the way to space so that
future generations can give free rein to their creativity. Our mission is: We are
paving the way to space for the benefit of Earth.” Thomas H. Zurbuchen was the
longest continually serving Head of Science at NASA from October…
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